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SUBJECT: PHILIPPINE ECONOMIC NEGOTIATIONS 

IN LIEU OF FORMAL MEETINGS AT THE VIRATA- ALDRICH LEVEL, 
WHICH PHILS SEEM NOT YET PREPARED FOR, WE HAVE PROPOSED 
INFORMAL VIRATA-ALDRICH DISCUSSIONS. VIRATA TODAY 
SAID HE NEEDED TO REVIEW PROGRESS OF TECHNICAL PANELS 
AND MEET WITH HIS CABINET COLLEAGUES BEFORE THAT WOULD 
BE POSSIBLE. HE EXPRESSED HOPE THAT HE AND ALDRICH 
MIGHT BE ABLE TO MEET SUNDAY. ALDRICH AGREED BUT SAID 
HE COULD NOT REMAIN MANILA BEYOND TUESDAY, JULY 16. 
COMMENT: GIVEN INADEQUATE GOP PREPARATION AND APPARENT 
CABINET RESTRAINTS ON VIRATA, IT SEEMS DOUBTFUL THAT 
PRESENT ROUND OE TALKS CAN DO MORE THAN TO LAY EOUNDATION 
FOR SUBSEQUENT GOP POLICY DECISIONS. 
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